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HOUSE RESOLUTION 11
(By Delegates G. Howell, Petitto, Adkins, Amos, Anderson, Bell, Brooks, Browning, Burkhammer, Butler, Campbell, D. Cannon, Canterbury, Chiarelli, Clay, Cooper, Criss, Crouse, Dittman, Drennan, Ellington, Fehrenbacher, Flanigan, Fluharty, Foggin, Funkhouser, Garcia, Green, Hansen, Hanshaw (Mr. Speaker), Heckert, Hite, Holstein, Hornbuckle, Hornby, Horst, Hott, T. Howell, Jordan, Kimble, Kyle, Leavitt, Lewis, Linville, Lucas, Mallow, Martin, Masters, Maynor, Mazzocchi, McCormick, McGeehan, Miller, Moore, Parsons, Phillips, Pinson, Pritt, Ridenour, Riley, Rohrbach, Roop, Shamblin, Sheedy, D. Smith, Statler, Stephens, Toney, Vance, B. Ward, G. Ward, Watt, White, Williams, Young, and Zatezalo)
[Introduced February 5, 2026; Referred to the committee on Rulee]

Encouraging the West Virginia Division of Highways, in conjunction with the West Virginia Department of Tourism, to conduct a statewide K–12 student design competition for a new West Virginia state highway route number shield as part of the celebration of the Nation’s 250th Anniversary and the 100th Anniversary of the United States numbered highway system.
Whereas, The year 2026 marks the 250th Anniversary of the founding of the United States of America, a milestone worthy of reflection, celebration, and renewed civic pride; and
Whereas, The year 2026 also marks the 100th Anniversary of the establishment of the United States numbered highway system, which transformed travel, commerce, and connectivity across the nation and through West Virginia; and
Whereas, West Virginia’s current state highway route number shields are functional but largely generic in appearance and indistinguishable from those used by many other states, offering little visual connection to West Virginia’s unique identity; and
Whereas, State highway route markers are among the most frequently encountered public symbols seen by residents and visitors traveling West Virginia’s roads; and
Whereas, Many states have adopted distinctive highway route number shield designs that clearly reflect state identity while continuing to meet federal traffic control standards for safety and legibility; and
Whereas, Creating a uniquely West Virginia highway route number shield as part of these historic anniversaries would strengthen state identity, foster pride among West Virginians, and enhance the experience of tourists traveling the state’s highways during this nationally significant commemorative period; and
Whereas, Engaging West Virginia’s students in the design of a permanent and highly visible public symbol encourages creativity, civic engagement, and statewide participation while connecting young West Virginians to both state and national history; therefore, be it
[bookmark: _Hlk220666763]Resolved by the House of Delegates:
That the House of Delegates hereby encourages the West Virginia Division of Highways, in conjunction with the West Virginia Department of Tourism, to conduct a statewide design competition among West Virginia students in kindergarten through grade 12 for the purpose of creating a new West Virginia state highway route number shield to be used on primary state-numbered highways, as part of the State’s recognition of the Nation’s 250th Anniversary and the 100th Anniversary of the United States numbered highway system; and, be it 
Further Resolved, That the competition shall establish and communicate basic style requirements, which shall include, but not be limited to, the following principles:
1. The design shall be instantly recognizable as an official West Virginia state highway route marker.
2. The route number shall be highly legible at highway speeds, utilizing clear numerals and strong contrast.
3. The design may incorporate a unique border shape and/or color scheme reflective of West Virginia’s identity, provided such elements do not diminish legibility or driver recognition.
4. The design shall maintain simplicity, avoiding excessive detail that could interfere with quick visual processing by motorists.
5. The design shall be suitable for consistent statewide application and compatible with applicable federal traffic control standards governing route markers; and, be it
Further Resolved, That the competition shall select a winning design no later than December 31, 2026; and, be it 
Further Resolved, That the student designer of the winning entry shall be recognized by the West Virginia Legislature during the 2027 Regular Legislative Session and shall be presented with a full-size West Virginia highway route sign featuring the winning design and displaying a route number of up to two digits selected by the student; and, be it 
Further Resolved, That beginning July 1, 2027, the West Virginia Division of Highways is encouraged to implement the new route marker design through normal sign replacement cycles only, replacing existing signs solely as they reach the end of their service life, so as to avoid any additional cost to the taxpayers of West Virginia; and, be it
Further Resolved, That a copy of this resolution be transmitted to the Commissioner of the West Virginia Division of Highways and the Secretary of the West Virginia Department of Tourism.
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